
Chapter 7: Elemental Matters 
 

Directions:  Read Ch.7 from the book A Short History of Nearly 

       Everything by Bill Bryson and then answer the questions below. 
 
  

Statement to consider:  “In late 18th century…Scientists everywhere searched for and sometimes believed they had actually 

       found things that just weren’t there” 

 

 

1.   Why is The Periodic Table of the Elements called “the most elegant organizational chart ever   

  devised?” 

2.   How old is the Earth? 

3.   What are the elements and how were they discovered? 

4.   How did a Swedish pharmacist discover eight elements and why have you never heard of him? 

5.   What is alchemy? 

6.   What was elan vital? 

7.  How did a French noble (and his wife) “found” chemistry, and then get beheaded? 

8.   What was the “drug of choice” in the early 19th century?  How did this drug lead to the death of a 

   famous chemist? 

9.   How big is Avogadro’s number? 

10.  How did a card playing, crazed looking Russian chemist bring order to chaos? 

11.  Why is chemistry broken up into organic and inorganic? 

12.  What is radioactivity and what does it have to do with the age of the earth? 

13.  How did radioactivity undermine Lord Kelvin’s age of the earth? 

14.  What is the current estimate for the age of the Earth? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


