HONORS BIOLOGY
COURSE INFORMATION SHEET

Mr. Collea
dcollea@northsalem.schools.org
ColleasCorner.weebly.com

914-669-5414 / Ext.2116
Course Description:  

This course is designed to go beyond the Living Environment curriculum and offer enrichment opportunities to those enrolled. As such, I have designed a laboratory-intense, inquiry-based, hands-on course because I believe that science is not a noun, but a verb. These labs will enrich the course and provide your child with the opportunity to explore each topic in greater depth.  However, these activities do take up a lot of class time and so this year I am incorporating a style of learning that may be a little different than what your child may be familiar with. For some of the time, our classroom will be "flipped", meaning your child will watch videos, animations, movies, and lectures while completing their Guided Reading Packets at home (what they might normally do in class), then spend class time asking questions, developing hypothesis and designing and performing complex experiments in lab. This will give me the opportunity to assist your child with their experimental designs, data analysis or anything else they are having trouble with, as well as incorporate what research shows to be a very effective method of teaching and learning. 

Helpful Suggestions to Students: 

· Go above and beyond what you feel is required. 

· Take detailed notes and review them and your flashcards every night.

· Become an active reader by asking yourself questions as you read.

· STUDY on your own. 

· STUDY with classmates. 

· STUDY even when I don’t ask you to.

· Ask me questions and GET HELP EARLY if you don’t understand something.

Supplies:

· Three-ring binder with pockets and dividers.

· Pens, pencils and a colored pencil set.

· Text Title:  Biology, The Study of Life by Schraer and Stoltze. Copyright 1999.

Homework Policy: 
Success in this course is impossible without doing homework.  I will make every effort to post a detailed description of the homework on the class website every night: ColleasCorner.weebly.com. Sometimes I will collect and grade homework. Sometimes I will use other means to assess student mastery of the homework material. Late homework is unacceptable.
Examination Policy:  

Tests and quizzes are designed to allow the student to show knowledge and understanding of the major topics and themes studied. Exam dates will be posted in advance on the class website and  will be handed back for review in a timely manner.
Grading Policy:  

Unit exams will make up approximately 60% of the quarter grade. Homework, quizzes, lab reports and class participation will count for the remaining 40% of the quarter grade.  

Lab Requirement:

Students are expected to have at least 1200 minutes of lab work and have passing grades on the corresponding written reports that accompany them to be admitted into the Regents Exam in June. I value integrity, responsibility, and hard work and expect HONOR students to make mature decisions. Lab reports will be returned to the student for review, but kept on file by the teacher as per New York State mandate. Labs missed due to a legal absence can be made up after school during my extra help sessions. 

Attendance:  

You must be in class on time and be well rested. Again, success is impossible with too many absences. Regular attendance is essential for full participation in the learning process. Students should plan their activities to have a minimum impact on classroom attendance. It is the student’s responsibility to see the teacher and make arrangements to make-up any missed work due to a legal absence. 

Tardiness:  

One detention may be given for each time a student is illegally tardy after three warnings.

Extra Help: 

It is the student’s responsibility to seek extra help as soon as it is needed. Extra help is available after school every Tuesday and Wednesday in Room W-19 from 2:15 p.m. until 2:55 p.m. Extra help may also be available at other times during the day by appointment.

