AP Biology Lab Report / Study Guidelines

Learning how to write a good lab report or scientific study is like learning to ride a bike. Once you’ve figured it out, you can do it over and over again.  The key to writing a good lab report or scientific study is to find out what is asked for and include all those parts in your final report. 
 
I. 

Title



Name of the study, name of student/lab partner(s), period, date, instructor.

II. 
Abstract



Summarizes the Introduction, Methods and Results of the lab report in one sentence per section in paragraph format. 

III. 
Introduction (Background Information)



States the aim or goal of the investigation. Why is this Study being done? Describe what terms/concept(s) the study


Explores. 
IV. 
Methods / Procedure



The methods describes the overall strategy used to conduct the study. 
V. 
Results / Data



The results section is the heart of a scientific paper. Begin this section with a direct statement(s) of overall findings.

 

Organize your data into tables and graphs being sure to label and title each. (The sooner YOU learn EXCEL or GOOGLE
 

SPREADSHEET the better!)  Review your tables and graphs to make sure they include the KEY findings from the Study.
 

Arrange the results section in an organized fashion. 



A. Data Tables – titled, organized and labeled with units.




B. Graphs – appropriate graph(s), properly labelled axes and title.

VI. 
Discussion / Analysis



In the Discussion you interpret and explain the results of the Study. What does the data say about your performance on AP 

Biology exams? What does the data say about your performance on various sections of the exam? Be sure to analyze and

 

explain any and all discrepancies. What are your strengths? Weaknesses? What step(s) can be taken to modify your results? 

VII.
Conclusions



What did you learn from this Study? Be sure to include appropriate supporting details which may require you to restate
 

your results. Did you learn anything else from the Study? Do you have any ideas for further research based on the results of
 

this study.
Important Notes:






Reports MUST be typed.






Write the lab sections in this order:







Methods, Results, Introduction, Discussion, Conclusion, Abstract, and Title. (see diagram on the next page).    




Be sure to rearrange your Lab Report into the order above before printing and turning in to Mr. Collea. 





Use a clear font with a maximum point size of 12.

Below is a diagram of the order and steps to completing a Scientific Study.
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