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A Simple Reflex Arc 
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1. How do behavioral ecologists define behavior? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. What influences behavior more: genes or the environment?  
              (nature)              (nurture) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Define and give three examples of and innate behaviors. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. What is the relationship between a fixed action pattern (FAP) and a sign stimulus? 
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5. Briefly describe Niko Tinbergen’s experiment on innate behavior using stickleback fish. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. What is behavioral ecology? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7. What is learning? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8. How do the alarm calls of vervet monkeys provide an example of how animals improve a behavior by 

means of learning? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9. Define habituation and explain how it helps the overall fitness of an organism. 
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10. Briefly describe Konrad Lorenz’s imprinting experiment 

using graylag geese being sure to use the term sensitive 

period in your answer. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

11. Briefly describe Ivan Pavlov’s classical conditioning experiment using dogs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                              
12.  What is the difference between classical conditioning and operant conditioning? 
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13. Compare and contrast and give specific examples of kinesis and taxis. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

14. What are phermones and give three examples of pheromone use by animals. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

15. Use the diagram below to explain how 

honeybees communicate information about 

the location of sources of food. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


















