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Course Description:  


This biology course is designed to provide students with an awareness of the natural world, basic scientific concepts, stimulation of inductive reasoning, and an understanding of the biological process required for success on the NYS Living Environment Regents Exam.

Helpful Suggestions to Students: 

· Take detailed notes and review them and your vocabulary words/flashcards every night.

· Complete all assignments on time.

· Become an active reader by asking yourself questions as you read.

· STUDY on your own. 

· STUDY with classmates. 

· STUDY even when we don’t ask you to.

· Ask us questions and GET HELP EARLY if you don’t understand something.

Extra Help: 

It is the student’s responsibility to seek extra help as soon as it is needed.  

Mr. Collea:  Tuesday and Wednesday in Room W-19 from 2:15 p.m. until 2:55 p.m.
Ms. Sharpe: Tuesday and Wednesday in Room W-11A from 2:15 p.m. until 2:55 p.m.   
Supplies:
· Three-ring binder divided into the following 4 sections: 






Class Notes – Homework – Lab Notes – Tests / Quizzes
· Pens (blue or black only) and pencils
· Text Title:  Biology, The Study of Life by Schraer and Stoltze. Copyright 1999.

(Each student will be issued 2 textbooks - one for home and one for your locker.)
Homework Policy: 

Success in this course is impossible without doing some kind of homework or review EVERY night.  We will make every effort to post a detailed description of the homework on the Off-Site Learning section of the class website: colleascorner.weebly.com and on Google Classroom. Sometimes we will collect and grade homework. Sometimes we will use other means to assess student mastery of the homework material. Late homework is unacceptable without notifying your teachers in advance. 
Examination Policy:  

Tests are designed to allow the student to show knowledge and understanding of the major topics and themes studied and will follow a similar format to that of the Biology Regents exam given in June.  Every effort will be made to notify students of upcoming tests 5 days in advance on the class website.
Grading Policy:  

Exams will make up approximately 60% of the quarter grade.  Homework, quizzes, labs/lab reports will count for the remaining 40% of the quarter grade.  Full length lab reports may be weighed more heavily depending on the experiment.
Lab Requirement:

Students are expected to have at least 1200 minutes of lab work and have passing grades on the corresponding Lab Report Rubric and Summary Sheets that accompany them to be admitted into the Regents Exam in June. We value integrity, responsibility, and hard work and expect students to make mature decisions. All lab work handed in will be kept on file as per New York State mandate. Labs missed due to a legal absence can be made up after school during our extra help sessions. 

Attendance:  

You must be in class on time and be well rested. Again, success is impossible with too many absences.  Regular attendance is essential for full participation in the learning process.  Students should plan their activities to have a minimum impact on classroom attendance. It is the student’s responsibility to see Mr. Collea or Ms. Sharpe to make arrangements to make-up any missed work due to a legal absence. 

Tardiness:  

One detention may be given for each time a student is illegally tardy after three warnings. Our definition of tardy is not being in your seat and ready to work when the bell rings.
Cell Phones:

Cell phones may not be on or used in academic settings without prior permission granted from 

Mr. Collea or Ms. Sharpe. The first unauthorized cell phone use will result in confiscation by the teacher

and held until the end of the day. Repeated unauthorized cell phone use will result in a discipline referral
to Dr. Bovino and a phone call home. 

Student Behavior:
Our job is to teach/coach and your job is to learn/perform. Anything that interferes with this process is unacceptable and rude and we can’t stand rude people! We will treat you like the upperclassman that you are and know you will not let us down. 
Oh, the places you’ll go!
You have brains in your head.

You have feet in your shoes.

You can steer yourself

any direction you choose

- Dr. Suess
